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of these would overthrow some of his neighbours and
make himself a maharaja (great king). The continual
turmoil thus created was increased by further invasions
from without. Persians, Greeks and Scythians poured
through the passes and founded kingdoms in North-West
India; but the Aryan peoples maintained a continual
struggle, and gradually assimilated them.

The Coming of the Mohammedans

The eleventh century opened a new era of invasion for
North India.   In A.D. 1001, Mahmud, chief of Ghazni
in Afghanistan, burst through the Khyber Pass with''
irresistible force.   A born fighter and a stern Moslem,1
he had taken a vow to march into India every year to
" conquer the unbeliever."   With green banners waving,
and cries of " Allah Akbar!" (God is Great!) echoing from
the overhanging crags, the Moslem host swept down the
famous pass, entered the Punjab, and overcame all re-
sistance of the Indian monarchs.   During the next thirty
years, Mahmud invaded Northern India seventeen times.
Furious and impetuous were those raids, but they were
met with stubborn resistance.   Chief after chief and city
after city opposed the invader, only to be defeated at
last and compelled to yield*   Often, when some Hindu
stronghold was taken, the Indian women burned them-
selves in their palaces, while their men flung themselves
upon the spears of the foe.   Enormous booty was carried'
back to Afghanistan, but Mahmud's proudest title was
that of " the Idol Breaker/' for, true Moslem that he was,
his zeal for Allah led him to break down every idol in his

path of conquest.

1 Islam, or Mohammedanism, is the religion founded by the Arabian
Prophet, Mohammed, in the seventh century A.D, His followers aie
called MoIir.innKdans or Moslems.